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BIOaiUPHISS  OF  PERSONS  IIT  CHaRGS'  0?  PEDSHAL  AORI CULTHR-il;  l^^OKK,  IS36  to  DAO?E 

?    ( ^os^issioiie^s  0^  Patents^  Su-perintendent  s  of  Agriculture,  ■ 

Comriissionfer s  of  Agriculture,  and  Secretaries  cf-  Agriculture) 

Comr:iissioners  of  Patents 

Federal  aid  to  Ajaerican.  agriculture  "began  in  the  Patent  Office,  then  in  the 
Department  of  State,  while  Henry  L.  Ellsvrorth  {ifS^-lS^^)   ■■•as  Commissioner  of 
Patents.    Ellswrth  served  from  Jul^;        183o7  ^^^-sn  the  T^resent  patent  lav  vent 
into"  effect,  -until  Hay       1S45»    Actual  financial  aid  to  agriculture,  for  the 
first  time  in  our  history,  was  provided  in  lo39»  "^'^^^  Patent  Office  heing 
authorized  to  expend  51,000  for  the  collection  and.  dissemination  of  agricultural 
seed,  plartts,  and  statistics,  • 

EllsvTorth  was  a  son  of  the  third  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
Oliver  Sllsvorth.    Ee  vas  horn  in  Connecticut  vhere  he  later  practiced  lav  and 
,  farmed.^    He  "became  a  leader  of  the  Hartford  County  Agricultural  Society.    He  vas 
^■Sected  Mayor  ox  Hartford,  vhich  -"oo  sit  ion  he  resigned  Jime  I5,  1S'35»  to  become 
'.ad  of  the  Patent  Office  b^r  President  Jackson's  a-o'^oointment •     'i'-'hen  the  nev 
'^fcent  lav  vent  into  effect  the  next  year,   he  became  our  first  Commissioner  of 
t ent  s • ■  . 

.  ] 

^.-the  time  of  his  appointment  SllsT'orth  was  president  of  the  Aetna  Insurance 
-/iJompany,  vas  active  and  successful  both  in  business  and  in  civic  a.f fairs,  and  had 
worked  zealously  for  a. gri cultural  -progress.    After  he  became  Comm.issionor  of 
Patents  he  gratuitously  distributed  slants  ajid  seeds  transmitted  to  him.    u/his  he 
did  at  his  oT'n  expense  and  -dthout  Congressional  authorization,    Meanwhile  he 
agitated  "for  Federal  aid  to  the  farm.er. 


On  January  21,  lo39,  the  Hon.  Isaac  Fletcher  of  Vemont ,  then  Chairm.aji  of  the 
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Division  vTp.s  ores 

as  the  sr.all  funds  "Drovidcd  would  pcrmJ-t. 

"^^^len  he  resigned,  Slls-i'orth  vent  to  live  on  farm  lan.d  he  o^'n.od  nea^r  Lafayette, 
Indiana..    He  became  Land  Comriissioncr  of  the  United  States  and  remxaincd  in  Indiana 
until  a  fei,^  months  before  his  death  on  Dccombcr  27 y  IS5S,,  T'hon  ill  hca.lth  ca.uscd 
'him  to  'return  to  Fair  Haven,  Connecticut.    Ho  becueathcd  his  laxgc  residuary  csta.tc 
in  western  land  to  Ya.le  University*  ,        .  •  -  • 

Edmund  3urko  (lSC9-lSo2)  thereupon  became  Commissioner  of  Patents  ajid  served  from 
Hay  5,  1S^5>  "J-ntil  May  o,  18^9*-  P'c  ^^as  born  in  '^crmont  and  ha.d  -practiced  law  a^nd  ' 
edited  the  Argjs  in  Kc'  Ham-oshire  for  som.c  years.     From.  1S39  '^'^-til  lS-5  —c;  wa^s  a, 
m.cr.iber  of  Congress.    Patent  Office  agricultural  vor>:  continued  ujider  him,- 


In  18495  however,  the  Department  of  the  Interior  was" 'created  and,  th^"'" 
Patent  Office  became  part  of  it.    In  December  of  that  year  Pre-sident  ■ 
Taylor' are  commended  the  establishment  of  a  Bureau  of  Agriculture'  in  thi.s 
neJA'' 'Department;.f  ,  He- declared  that  current  Government  assistance  in  a.^^jri- 
culture  was  v^holly  inadequate.    Congress  took  no  action, 

Thoma.s  SxYbank  ( 1792-1870), _  of  Nevr  York,  became  Commissioner  of  Patents  oh 
May  9^  1849;  serving  .until  October  - 31  r  1852^   -He  .was .  appointed  by  ■  - 

President  'Tay^lor,    ET/bank  i/^/as  born'  in ■  Durham^ .  England.-- '.  Ko  began .  life  as  ' 
an  apprentice  in  the  sheet-metal  trade.    He  came  to  trAs-  country  in  1819, 
and  was  successfuJL  thereafter  as  an  inventor,,  manufacturer,  and  author. 
His  primal^''  interest  was  in  industrial  applications  of  che;mistry  and 
physics.    Betvreen- I04.5  and  1S48;  he  traveled  extensively,  in : South  America. 
In  1849  ills  grandfather,  Thomas 'ETTir^jfV  bee atj.e  the  fir st  .Secretary  of  the 
Interior,"  ■.''■.,'.  * 

Possibly  because   .    his  61m  ■primary  interest  was  not. _  agriculture,  .Slwbank  • 
directed  that  a  ''practical  and  scientific  agriculturist"  be.  appointed  to. 
attend  agricultural  m.atters  in  the  Patent  Office  and  to  prepare .  a  sep.arat 
annual  agricultural  report.    Daniel  Lee,  M.D.,  formerly  editor  of '  the 
Genesee  Famer,  was  employed.  ■   He  appa^ireiitly'  was  not  liotably  successful 
though  he  maintained  office  till  1853'«-   His  main  passion  .was  for.  the  con- 
sGrvation  of  soil  nutrients.  Swbank  omitted  agricultural:  statistics'  ffom^ 
the  annual  report,  salving  that  those  f  \therto  published  iTord  unreliable'. 

Silas  H.  Hod^^es  (1804-1875)  of  Vermont,  was  Acting  CoiiurAssioner  of. 
Patents  from  November  1,  1852,  until  March  23,  1853.    He  had  been  a 
Vermont  la'v^yer  who,  from  1845  to  I85O,  was  Auditor  of  i\.c counts  of  that* 
State.    He  served  as  Commissioner  but  ■briefly,;  having -been  appointed  by 
President  FilLmore.    "Rather  oddly,  Hodges  i-ms- later  Exajrdnor-in-CIiie.f 
of.  the  Patent -Office,  from  I66I- until  .13755  when  he  died  in  •/ashiiig^ton, 
D.  C*  . '      ..  '  ■ 

R.  C.  "'eic^htman  acted  as  Comnissioner  from  Llarch  25  until  LIsy  1-5,  1853, 
wnen,  on  Hay  lo,  Charles  llason  (1804-1882)  of  Iowa,  born  in  New  York, 
was  appointed  Comi-iiissioner  of  Patents  by,  President  Fillmore.     He -he.ld 
office  until  August  4,  1857.    llason  m.a,de  Daniel  J.^  BrovTiie  editor  of  the 
agriculture  repor"us' after  somic  critics  had' rather  sharply  condem.ned 
Danier'Loe's  efforts. 

Charles  Mason  had  attended  '"est '  Point:  as :  a  classmate  of  Robort .  E.  Lee, 
but  he  resigned  from,  the  Army  in  1831,  and  turned  to  law  and  journalism.. 
..For,  a  year  or  so  he  was  acting  editor  of  the  New  York  Eve  ring  Post.  He  ■ 
subsequently  .became  Ohief  Justice  of  Iowa  Territory/  and  president  -  of  two  ■ 
railro.ads.    Aft.er  his  "  retirement  as  Goirmissioner  he  settrcd,  in  V.ashington 
D.  C,  as  a'-pat'ent 'l?.-\ycr,  but  later  he  .'again- entered  Io?;a  politics.  As 
Commissioner  he  employed  English-born  Tov.Tiend  Glover  as  entomologist,     ,  .. 
also  a  chemast  and  a  botanist. 


Joseph  Holt  -  (1807--1S94)>- a  Kontucky  la.w/er,  became  Conmiissioner  of  Patents 
Septaaber  9,  1^57):s^d  s(:^ed.\p±±J:j£sy       1859,  Samual-  T.  Shugert  having 
g,cted  in  the  interval  betvreen  Augsast  4  and  Sept onber  9.'  President 
Buchanan  itcddkB  -tlTe' -appointment  because  of  KoIt;'.s'  great-  aid.  in  bringing  a'aout 
a  party  victory."-  In  l:8$'9'Holt  bee ame ' Postmaster  General  of -the  United 
States  and-,  sooli'"aLi't.er^  Secretary  of  "var,  '  Lincoln  later  appointed  him  Judge 
Advoc-ate  General-  'of 'tlte  Amy,  and  he  had  much  to  do  vath  the  •  deveropment--  - 
and  cbdifi'eation  of' bur'  military  law  and  the  supervision  of  court  martia-l 
procedure,'  ■  • 

William  D.  Bishop  (1827-1904) ,  of  Connecticut^  born  in  New  Jersey,  v/as  ap^  • 
pointed  Coinrds sioner  t>f  Patents  by  President  Buchanan  May  7,  IS 59,  and 
served  until  February  14,  I860,    He  had  been  a  railroad  president  and  a  ; 
mamber  of  Congress.    He  returned  to  railroading  and  politics  on  his 
resignai:ion,    '    •  •  ■ '      '  '  '  -  > 

Philip  F.  Thomas  (1810-1890)  follb wed  Bishop  in  office  the  ne>±  day  and 
resigned  Decem-ber  13,  1360.-    He  was  a  Mar^T'land  lav»yer  v;ho  had  also  been  a ^ 
monber  of  Congress.    He  declined  ' appointnent  as  Secretar^-^  of  the'  l^axy  I'M  ■  - 
the  Cabinet  of  President  Pierce  but  became  Collector  of  Customs  at' 
Baltimore.    He  resigned  as  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  become  Secretary  of 
the  Treasur^T^'in  President  Buchanan's  Cabinet.    In  later  lj?fo  he  returned  " 
to  C  ongress,' .  .  .  .  • 

The  agricultural  report  issued  in  I860  was  signed  ly  Thomas  G.  Clems'on  as 
Superintendent '  of  the  Agricultural  Di\asion.    Fromi  Decamber  14,  1860^ 
until  March  28,  1861,  S.  T.  Shugert  again  acted' ?.s  Commissioner  of  Patents •- 
By  this  time  th3  Agricultural  Diidsion  head  an  appropriation  of  -^'53,000  for 
the  year  and  it  emploj^ed  a  superintendent,  four"  clerks,   a  curator  or  gardener 
and  somie  aides  for  the  last.    This  wa,s  c]u.ite  a  step  fo'rr.rard  from,  the  head  of 
Division  and  a  single  clerk  in  1842^' 

David  P.-  Holloway  (1809-1883),  of  Indiana,  born  in  Ohio,  became  Coinnissioner 
of  Patents  March  28,  1861,    He  served  until  August  l6,  1865»    He  was  pri- 
marily a  journalist  ihterestod  in  agricultLu^e  and  '.ns  for  many  years 
associated  with,  a  ^.Tiig .  journal,  the  Palladium.,  published  in  riichmond,  Ind. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  both  , houses  of  the  Indiana  State' legislature  and_  . 
then,  a  member  of  the  natioFial  House  of  Representatives  from  Indiana. 

^^Here.  he  becam.e  chairman  of  the  Fbuse  ComTiittee  on  Agriculture.     As  such  he 
'  introductid  a  bill  to  -establish  a  d-epartmait  of  agriculture.    Ho  made  very 
effective  pleas  for  increased  Federal  aid  to  agriculture  in  his  arinual 
reports  and.  othorvdse  and.,  while  he  was  Corsnis  sioner ,  the,  Agric'oltural 
Division  became  the  Department  qi  Agriculture  by  Act  of  Congress,  signed 
by  President  :Lincoln, -May  15,-  1862«  - 


Superintendents  of .the  Agricultural  DiYision 


Thomas  G.  Clemson  served  as  Superintendent  of  the  Agricultural  Division  of 
the  Patent  Office  from  February-  3,.  1360,  .until  March  4,   1861.     He  wp  s 
succeeded  in  April  1861  by  Isaac  Ne-^"H:on  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  New 
Jersey,  who  served  until  he  became  the  first  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
and  head  of  the  new  Department  of  Agriculture,   July  1,   1862.     A  few  facts 
will  be  given  here  about  Browne  and  Clemson.     Nevrton  is  treated  under 
Commissioners  of  Agriculture  and  little  inform9.tion  is  extant  about 
Daniel  Lee. 

Daniel  Jay  Brovme  was  a  New  Hampshire -born  agricultural  and  scientific 
writer,  bred  as  a  practical  farmer.     He  took  courses  at  Harvard  and,  at 
26,  founded  a  journal,  the  Naturalist.     He  occupied  his  time  viith  foreign 
travel  some  years  and,   on  his  return,  v/as  variously  employed  in  pursuits 
concerned    with  the  promotion  of  agriculture.     In  185.2  he  beoame  agricul- 
tural statistician  for  the  Census  Bureau  and  in  1863  the  agricultural  clerk 
in  the  Patent  Office,  where  he  wote  and  edited  agricultursl  reports  until 
his  resignation  in  1859. 

Browne  v/as  sent  t»  Europe  in  1855  to  collect  agricultural  information, 
plants,  and  seeds.     This  made  him  our  first  officially  accredited  agricul- 
tural explorer.     His  activities  aroused  m.uch  adverse  criticism,  largely 
on  the  part, of  those  who  opposed  free  seed  distribution  or  Federal  aid 
to  agriculture,  and  a  Congressional  inves ^"■igation  followed.     Broxme  vms 
exonerated.     Nevertheless  criticism  continued,  mainly  by  seedsmen  outside 
Government,    so  he  resigned.  ■    .      .    ■       '  ' 

Thomas  Green  Clemson  vras  the  founder  of  Clemson  College.     He  yib.s  born  in 
Philadelphia.     He  becam.e  a  mining  engineer  after  studying  chemistry  in 
France  with  Du  Long,  Robinquet,  and  Gay-Lussac.     He  worked  as  a  consulting 
engineer  1832-39,  married  John  C.   Calhoun's  daue^hter  in  1838,   and  settled 
down  to  southern  plantation  life.     He  left  It  in  1844  to  become  President 
Tyler's  Charge  d' Affaires  in  Belgium  where  he  remained  till  1851. 

From  1853  until  1861  Clemson  lived  in  Bladensbiirg,  Md.,   and  was  instru- 
mental in  founding  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College  in  1856.     In  1859 
the  Secretary''  of  the  Interior  appointed  him  Superintendent  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Division.     He  thereafter  strongly  urged  the  establishment  of  a 
Federal  bureau  of  agriculture  and  of  land -grant  colleges.     He  resigned- 
Ivla.rch  4,   1661,*  because  of  his  southern  sympathies. 

He  entered  the  service  of  the  Confederate  Government,     His  la.ter  life  was 
lived  in  South  Carolina.     He  was  a  big  fellow,   6  feet  6  inches  tall,  a 
member  of  many  learned  societies,   an  amateuy .violinist  and  artist  and  an 
art  collector.     He  left  his  fortune  to  found  Clemson  College, 
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Coiiirniss'ibhers  of  Agriculture  -  •  _ 

Isaac  Novrton"  (l'800--1867)  v^ras  born  in  Nev;  Jersey  of  ^Quaker  stock.  He 
gre"«v  up  in  Fenns^rlvania.    Ke  had  liridted  forriial  education  but^  ?.s'.his- 
annual  reports  shov/^  ho  v-Tota  a  somewhat  poinpousl37-  orudite  style.'  Around 
I84O  he  caiTie  into  the  mana^gement  of  tv/o^fams  -omied  by  Paul  Hubbs,  a  sea 
captain,  in  D  elav^ara  County,  Pa.    He  remained  on  the  laims  ?i'ter  -Hubbs  and 
Ills  two  sons  vrere  lost 'at  sea  during  a  final  voyage  Hubbs  decided  to  make 
on  his  ship  after  retiring  as  ca.ptain,    Nei^ison  installed  c-^ri'  elaborate 
underground  drainage  system  on  the  farms,  built  good  fences,  ba.rns,  and 
toolhouses,  had  eight ' hired  men  and  tio  dairymaids,  the'latter  imported 
especially  from-7alas,  excellent  dairjr  cattle,  and  a.^feiv  fine  sheep. 

His  management  of  the  fainis  was  eminently  successful  ?>.nd  made  him  Vvddcly 
Imoi-jn  in  agricultLiral  circles.    A  s-arplus  of  milk  and^  cream  induced  hira  to 
start  a  confectionery  shop  on  Chestnut  Street  in  Philadelphia.    He  also 
mj,^do  fine  p'rint  table  butter  and  each  week  he  sent  a  little  box  of  it  to... 
the  ^.Tiite  House..   This  was  before  Lincoln's  term.  .  A  prize  calf  Nei'^rbon  , 
sent  to  President-elect  Fillmore  was  boxed  and  exhibited  by  the  latter  in - 
the  Capitol  building.    He  became  xa  local  leader  and  politician. 

About  1855  Newton,  ■  against  his  wife's  better  judgment,  bought  a  thousand-  ■ 
acre  fain  in  prince  William  Count^^,  Va.    As  his  .T.df c  refused  to  move  there, 
ho  managed  it  by  remote  control  through  his  half-brother,.  .'Sar^iuel  G-arwood. 
All  went  well  until  malaria  and  th^.  Civil  '..^ar  combined -to  :m-ake  the  venture 
a  failure,  and  Mev,.i:on  foLind- himself  broke  and  jobless.  -.'Thereupon  his 
political  friends ,  urged  him- to  go  to  "Jashington  and.  get  a  Qoverrinen.t  job*: 
This  he  did.     In  early  I86I,  Commissioner' of  Patents' HoUoway  put- him  in  • 
charge  of  the  Agricultural  Di\dsion  af  ^^3^000  a  ye?.r,  and  he  came  to  live 
on  C-Street,  between  3rd  and  4th,  N/-. ,  in  "Jashington.  -  . 

Hero  Nev.'ton  became  a  friend  of  Lincdja,    "Tnen,  during  the  v/ar,  Lincoln's  "life 
was  threatened  by  poisoned  f'ood,  Nevjton  was  detailed  to  the  ""hite  House,  to  . 
watch  the  , food  supply  there.    There  he  also  bccai?.e  the  confidant  of 
K-iirs .  Lincoln  and.  helped  her  out  of  a  number  of  embarrassing  situations  \7hich 
usually  revolved  around  store  bills  too  large  for  her  to  manage.  Nc-s\rton' 
would  som.etim.es  pay  them  piid  let  Mrs.  Lincoln  repay  him  in  installments; 
at  other  times  he  interceded  xdth  the  President  in  her  behalf. 

It  ivas  Nuwton  who  selected  the  present  grounds  of  the  Departm.ent  of-. 
Agriculture^  a  40-aC2'e  tract  used  during  his '  incum.bency  as  an  e:>q:erimcntal 
farm.     In  July- 1866 he  sat  in  , his  room  at' the  -  Patent  Of  lic  e- Building  and 
he?„rd  sn  approaching  thundorstom. '   He  rem.cm/De rod  samples'  of 'a' number  of 
vji"icat  varieties  which  h^id  been  cut- -and  should  be  saved  froiii  injury  by  rain. 
So  he -grabbed  his  high  silk  hat,  hurried  a  mile  over  to  the  experimental 
grounds,  -.bustled  around  helping  to  put  the  samples  away,  and-:' VJashihgton' s 
July  sun  perform.od  traditiona^llj;-.    Nev/ton  suffered  a  sunstroke" from  which 
he  never  recovered.    Ho  died  on  July  19,  IS67,  0^  a  result 'of  this  ex- 
perience.   Shortly  after  his  death  the  old  Red  Brick  Building -ho  had'  seen 
erected  was  ready  for  occupancy. 


It  is  difficult  to  assay  Newton  at,  this  late  date.    He  had  loyal  friends 
and  venomous  enemies.     Some  extolled  his  learning,  and  hi s  wisdom;  others  in- 
sisted he  was  all  iDut  illiterate  and  so  incompetent  that  he  could  not 
satisfactorily  perform  his  duties,    Farm  journals  in  general  paid  little 
attention  to  the  Department  and  newspapers  practically  none,  hut  Hewton  was 
often  attacked   in  print  and  speech.    But  Lincoln  stolidly  disregarded  ad- 
verse criticism  of  his  friend  Uewton,  though  Newton  actiially:   was  to  have 
been  dismissed  "by  President  Johnson  for  incompetence,    Newton's  illness 
intervened,  ^ 

ifexirfcoir' §  primaiy_aiJiLJwas  to  make  two  hlades  of  grass  grow  where  one  grew 
"before.    He  appointed  a  "botanist,  an  entomologist,  a  chemist  and  a 
statistician.    He  sought  to  carry  out  the  aims  of  the- organic  act  founding 
the  Department,  and  that  law  was  as  hroad  in  scope  as  all  outdoors.    He  sought 
to  collect,  arrange,  and  publish  valuable    agricultural? information;  to  collect 
and  introduce  valuable  seeds,  plants,  and  animals;  to  promote  chemistry, 
botany,  and  entomolo^;  and  to  establish  a  Library  and  a  Museum,    By  186S  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  had  a  building  of  its  own,  the  old  Red  Brick  Building, 
It  cost  $lU0,U20,  including  furniture  and  equipment.    The  Department  had  less 
than  50  employees  in  January  of  that  year. 

Chief  Clerk  John       Stokes  was  Acting  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  from  June 
,20,  1866,  until  December       IS67.    Then    Horace  Capro_n_ (1S0U~1SS5)  was  appointed 
Commissioner  by  President  Johnson,  and  servefT'frbm  Decemb^    5»  IB67,  iintil  July  31» 
IS7I.    He  was  born  in  !4assachusetts  but  grew  up  in  New  York,    He  intended  to 
prepare  himself  for  West  Point  but  plans  fell  through  and  ultimately  he  drifted 
into  the  cotton-manufacturing  business  in  ilaryland.    By  IS36,  sras  able  to  erect 
a  model  cotton  mill  in  Laurel,  Md, ,  of  which  he  became  superintendent, 

VJhile  here  Capron  acquired  the  Snowden  estate  by  imrriage  and  engaged  in 
scientific  farm.ing  so  successfully  that  he  is  said  to  have  cleared  ^^S,000  at 
it  in  one  year.    After  his  wife's  death  in  iSk^  he  left  Laurel,  assumed  various 
occupations,  including  that  of  cattle  breeder,  and  finally  entered  the  Army 
\'\rhich  he  left  brevet  brigadier  general.    Upon  his  resignation  as  Commissioner, 
Capron  became  agricultural  adviser  to  the  Japanese  governinent  for  which  he 
revolutionized  farming  in  Hokkaido,    He  returned  in  IS75  and  lived  in  Washington 
till  his  death, 

Frederick  Watts  (ISOI-IS89)  was  appointed  by  President  G-rant  to  succeed  Capron 
and  took  office  August  1,  IS7I,  serving  until  June  30,  1877,    Watts  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  of  Welsh  extraction.    After  his  father's  death  he  grew  up  on  his 
uncle's  farm,  a.cquiring  a  taste  for  and  a  lasting  interest  in  farming.  He 
studied  law  and  was  also  President  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  Company 
from  ISU5  until  I871,  ,  ...  .  '  , 

But  all  the  time  he  engaged  in  scientific  farming  and  he  was  also  instrumental 
in  the  introduction  of  McCormick's  reaper.    V/atts  experimented  with  farm 
buildings  of  various  kinds  and  organized  farm  societies.    In  I8U9  he  was 
appointed  judge  of  the  S'th  Judicial  District  and  served, until  I852.    He  was  fO 
when  he  became  Commissioner  of  Agriculture.    He  was  the  first  head  of  the 
Department  to  give  attention  to  our  tiiuber, supply.    After  retirement  he  re- 
turned to  Carlisle,  Pa,,  where  he  later  died. 
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Wmig-  G    Ze  Due    (1823-1Q17)  was  aDpointed  Comissioner  of  Agriculture  by 
President  Hayes  on  July.  1,  1877;  he  served  until  June  30,  1881.    Le  r>ac  was 
born  in  Ohio,  his  father,  having  been  a  Frenchman  who  came  to  this  country  to 
help  the  colonists  in  the  Revolutionary  War..    Le  Due  studied  law,. was- 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  later  became  very  active  in  and  around  St.  Paul. ^  . 
He  not  only  helped  develop  the  farm  country  but  was  eng&ged  in  civic  affairs  . 
and.  in  laying  out  West  St..  Paul-    Hg:  ultimately  sold  his  holdings  and  left. 

Le  Due  served  in  the  Union  Army,  rising  fr©m  Captain  to  Lieutenant  Colonels. 
He  had  distinct  inventive  genius  and  helped  develop 'the  Remington  typevrriter. 
At  one  period  of  his  life  he  engaged  in  railroading.    As  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  he  established  a  tea  farm^  and  promoted  the  growing  of  sugar  beets, _ 
-sorghum,  and.  other  economic  plants.    He  also  fought  animal  diseases,  this 
interest  later  cultivating  in  the  establishment  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  in  1884.- 

"  George  B.  Loring -  IWD.-    (1817-91),  physician,  agriculturist,  and  politician,, 
t  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  A.griculture  by  President  Garfield..   He  took 

•  office  July  l,  1881,.  and  served  until  April  3,  1885 ♦    He  was  bom.  in 
Massachusetts  and  graduated- from- Harvard  in  the  satoe  class  with  James  Russell 
Lowell*   ^He  then  took  an  M,D..  at  Harvard  and  entered  medical  practice.; 

.Soon  he  entered  the  Marine  Hospital  at  Chelsea,  Mass.,  and  seven  years  later- 
was  appointed  commissioner  to  revise  the  entire  United  States  marine  hospital 
system..   But  he  left  this  work  in  1850  and  thereafter  devoted  him.self  to 
agriculture  and  .politics ..   He  developed  Loring  ^vfenor,.  a  model  stock  farm,. 
He  also  became  a  political  leader  and  orator,  his  orations  having  been  some- 
what overdecorated  like  the  interiors  of  Victoriajj  homes.. 

Loring  progressed  by  never,  championing  unpopular  causes.    He  served'  in  the- 
Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  as  President  of  the  State  Senate.,, 
and  as  a  representative  in  Congress,'   His  appointment  as  Commissioner  of  Agri- 
culture followed  his  defeat  for  re-election  in  1880,.    He  made  an  excellent 

•  .Commissioner  and  was  long  prominent  in  agricultural  circles..    He  was  a  friend 
of  Emerson,,  a  member  of  many  agricultural  societies,,  and  a  patron  of 
ifassaohusetts  Agricultural  College,.   Harrison  made  him"  I^Iinister  to  Portugal 
1889-90,    He  wrote  extensively  on  agriculture. 

-     "  '    Last  CoimTdssidner     First  Secretary 

^'S££S^-5A.;r^£kf^^  -fl827>-1911)  was  the  last  Go-mmissloner  and  also  the  first 
Secretary  of  AgriCiilture,,   He  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  and  took 
office  April       1885,  serving  until  February  12,  1889,    Coleman  was  born  in  New 
York,  taught  school  at  .Louisville,  Ky,.,' after  graduation  from  New  York  academy, 
and  then  took  a  degree  in  law  at  the  University  of  Lonisville,    He  practiced 
ih  Indiana  and -was  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  85th  Mssouri  Militia  during 
the  Civil  War.    In  1865  he  founded  Coleman ^s  Rural  ^o rid  in  St,  Louis 

He  was  elected  to  the  Mssouri  legislature  and  became  greatly  interested  in 
the  politics  of  that  State  and  in  the  State  University.    He  belonged  to 
numerous  agricultural  organizations.    He  was  appointed  Commissioner  "of -Agri- 
culture because  of  - his  broad  knowledge,  of  agricultural  problems  and  was 
about  the  most  competent  head  the  Department  had  yet  had.     ,  , 


He  was  elected  to.  the  iviissoiiri  Legislature  and  "became' gi'ea  " 
politics  of  • 'that-'St^ate.  and.  in  ,-the^,S;tat*e  univei^sity^'   Hq-  belonged  /to-  ..riymjerous;  agri- 
cultural_  brgani'z'atiorts    . 'He  was,,  appointed  Conmis^s-iofter  'i>t  ^A-g-ria'ui.tuF.e;  because  of 
his  broad •knowled:ge"-'of'  a§riG-ultur.al,  problems;  aii'd was^'-'abGut' 'th-e  most  - competent  "hea;' 
the  Department  had  yet  had.    Work  on  public  roads 'started'"  during. ••his  term.-  .Jie  . 
consider^t^l^'-'ebcp^ncE^d  /otHe3r''-Depa:^tment*-  actiyit;ies  and  , greatly  augmented  the 
number^  of  Yromeri  &tiplc)j^(3es^  ■       ■    T  '    :  ^    .        "  ^'  .  ; 

Coiman  was-  largely  .•  ins^^]?umentaX-..3- A,  e/? e cting  the  ' pass age^  of -  the; Hatch'  {experiment 
station)  Ac-t  and"  aLso  of -the .  law  which  rais'ed  the  'status  of .  the  -  headco:f  ..  the  De- 
partment tC'Ckbihet  rank,    .This  .act  was  passed*  inyi'889'"  and ■■Colman-. thus,  autpuiati- 
cally  became  Secretary  of  Agriculture  from  February  13  until  March  6  that' :y ear.  ' 
Colman  left  office  with  Cleveland,  ..     ■  .  .. 

■  .  '    Secretaries,  o f  A^ric ulture. 

Jeremiah  M,  Rusk ■ (1B30~1B93) ^ was  appointed  Secretary  of  Agriculture  by ^ the  in-' 
coming  President  Harrison,    He  served  from  March  ?.>  1889^  until  March  6^  1893.  ^ 
Rusk  was  born  i A  Ohio-.    His  education  was  meager.    He.  moved  to /.■.Wisconsin -in  1853 
and  set  himself  up  as  - a  tavern  keeper.     He  was  successful  and  soon  oTJned  ^  stage 
line' and  considerable  farmland.     He  was  always  a  good  businessman. 

Nextr  he  becane  quite  as  successful  as  a  politician.  '  He  was  in- the  ■25th ' Wisconsin 
Infantry  during  the  Ci"'/il  ^ar,  rose  to  lieutenant  colonel^  ' and  v^as  brevetted 
brigadier  general,  on  retireftient, .   He  was  elected  to  Congress  and  l^hen  became  • 
Governor  of  ^'.Isconsin  and  proved  a  good  one.    He  was  mentioned  for -President  "in ' 
1888.  *•        ■  "        ■   ■  ■        ■       ^     ;  ■ 

President  Harrison  said'that  as  Secretary  of  Agricult'oro,-  "He  not '  only  filled  the 
measure  of  the  man  .1  i-Tanted  but  erJIarged  it."    His  administration' was ■  marked  by 
the'  eradication  of  the  destructive  cattle  diseaso,  contagious- pleuroprieui'iionia^ 
the  passage  01  meat-inspection  legislation^  md"  his  recognition  of  the  import^ance 
of  publicity.j  along,  vjith  his  ability' to  engage  the  interest  of  the  press  in, De-' 
par tment--. activities.    He  first  issued  press  r'elo'a'seg- and  far^mers'  .bullotins. 

Rusk  did  not  so  much  like  the  tx>:fi8n"  '•'^iploy-e.es  i placed' -.in,.ojCficG,/l?y.  Colni^n,  :'w.eede.d 
many  of  them  out,  and  filled  the^places  with  his  Army  colleagues,  many  of  whom 
are  said  to  have  been  smxieifSdeixoXoxi^*^-  ;;Thq^l4:Wldieiss^  thus  literally  took 
ovejf-^the  Depar^'trarent.  ,  I^t  iiusk  was  a  devoted  agriculturalist,  got  incre.ased  , appro- 
priations..for  .the. '.Department^  •  and'' '-pl'Sc id "i't s  'work  'dh'-'b-road'er  lines  than  hit.h-erto. 

After  his  retirement  "from- "office.  'Ru^k-  -returned. , to  ;tiig;-f  arm/^here.  h9  died  eight 
'months  .later. '  'He  V>jas  a- Idrge;  man,-  6'- f  ept-.'-^-  in-height.,  -well,  and  ""broadly  informed, 
dependable,' .  Ipgital ,  active, :  and '  st-rai,ght-f  orwar d. -He  re oj^ganized  'the  Department, 
p,J.ac'ing  the /;sci  entif  i  c.  work"  tinder  an  -  Assistant  •  S  ecretaiy  .  provided^  by  ^  Congress. 

Rusk  also  begaWa  'Systematic"  investigation  of-'  foreign  markets  for^.AifiiJrican  '•  • 
f  am  pro^'-^cts..  ,     .,  .  '  ' 

J .  St erling  ' Mor to n  '  ( 18 32-19 02 )  was  appointed  Secretary,  of  "Agriculture  by  President 
Cleveland  on  his  returh 'to)  of fice.    He  assumed  the  post  -March,  .7?  -1.^93,  and 
served  Until  liarch '5,  1897  •    He- 'was  a  .man 'o f  •strong  and  .indep.en dent  views.  ''Born 
in  New  York,  he  went  -to- ivIo'nrpG,''M'ch. , ---t-o  s'cttlc^.,.  then  to  Detroit,  where,  he 
rapidly  became  popular  and  well  knovjn.    He  attended  the  University  of  Michigan 
but  was  expelled  in  his  senior  year  for  his  independent  thinking. 
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Later  Union  Col  lego  of  New  York  gave  Morton,  aii- A.  B,  degree,  sans  residence^ 
and  ultimately  the  University  of  Michigan  did  the  same,    Morton  married  and 
went  to  Nebraska, -  becoming  the.  editor  of  the  Nebraska  City  Nev/s,  aid  was 
soon  involved  in  politics.    Meanwhile  he  ovvned,  lived  on,  and  worked  a 
Nebraska' quart er-section.«    Morton  also  h^d  a,  passion  for  tree  planting  and 
was  the  father  of  Arbor  Day,        ■  '  . 

President  B^Jchaiian  made  Morton  Secretary  of  Nebraska  Territory, in  1^58.  He 
became  more  and  more  active  in  politic  and  his  -apiD ointment  as  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  culminated  his  career •    A^  Secretary  he  strongly  em.phasized 
economy,  openly  fought  the  free  distribution  of  seeds  by  the  Department, 
established  the  Di^asion  of  Publications,  reorganized  the  Division  o^ 
Statistics,  and  created  the  Division  of  Agrostology  to  study  forage  plojits. 

During  Morton's  term  also  the  Division  of  Soils  was  set  up  in  the  V/eather 
Buresi>u  and  the  Division  of  Microscopy  v^as  abolished,  its  work  beirig  scattered 
elseviiere*    The  Of  fie  c  of  Road  Inquiry  vias,  set  up' and'  a  Dairy  Division  was 
organized  in  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industr^^  July  1,  1895 •    Morton  was  an 
excellent  ^vriter  on  agricul  turiJ.  subjects  and  was  regarded  as  a^/^reraost- 
citizen  of  Nebraska,  ''    '  •• 

Morton  entered,  the  Departmient  wnolly  prejudiced  ag.rdnst  governiiient  s^^^vice, 
which  he  regarded,  as  waisteful*    He  cleared  out  the  . old  soldiers,  demoted 
all  t  he  T:omen,  vdth  four  competent  exceptions  Y^ho  were -still  paid  above  his 
m.axim.um  of  $1,200  a  year  for  women  employees,  and  sought  to  cut' expenses  to 
the  bone,    Ko  refused  to  recommend  appropriations  for  iree  seed  distribution, 
but  Congress  inserted  the  itam  and  then  pfissed  legislation  compelling  rdjn  to 
send  out  the  seeds.  -  .  . 

Morton  insisted  that  farmers  get  fully  comprehensible  inform'ation  from  the 
Dopartm.ent,  which  ho  regarded  &s  more  im.portant  thsii  the  promiscuous  dis- 
tributipn  of  seeds  to  many  nonfarmicrs.    He  is,  said  to  have  saved  two  million 
dollars  during  his  administration  which  he  wanted  used  to  provide  nev'/  buildings^ 
but  Congress  demurred, 

^'lien  McICinley  became  President  .it  proved  difficult  to  select  a  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  who  vjould  be  approved  by  all  political  'factions.    McPa.nl ey  asked 
the  advice  of  "Uncle  Henr^^"  7Js21ace,  father  of  Henry  C'*  and  grandfather  of 
Henrj^  A.    As  a  result  Jsmes  ("Taj-ga"  Jij;a)  "Tilson  (1836-1920),  of  loim,  became 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  liaxch  .6,  1S97.    Ho  served  the  phenomenal  period  of 
16  years,,. 'right  thr.oijgh  the  Mclvinley,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  and  Taft  administra**- 
tions'i    He  retired  March  5^  1913.  - 

TJilson  x?as  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland.  He  cainc  to 'this  country  in  1551  a-nd 
chose  faming  as  his  life  v/ork.    Settling  first  in  Connecticut,  he  moved  on 
to  TaiTia  County,  Iowa,    .He  attended  lovja  (ncvj  Grinnell)  College  and,  after 
graduation,  bee ai^ie  .a  .  local  leader.    Ho  vras  elected,  to  the  Iowa '  legislature 
and  then  to  Congress.  ,   Ke  v.ras"  a  member  of  the  State  Railroad  Commission  in 
Iowa  and  of  the  Hoiose.  Comirdttce  on  Agriculture  when  he  got  to  V.'ashj-ngton. 

He  proved  to  be  an  export  parliamentarian  and  served  three  terms  in  the 
House,    He  began  to  be  called  "Trjr.a  Jim"  to  distinguish  him  fromi  Senator 
James  Falconer  Valson  of  lov^a,     "hen  he  left  Congress  he  wrote  on  agriculture 
for  the  lov/a  Homestead  and,  in  1891,  he  was  appointed  professor  of  agriculture 
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in  Iowa  State  College  and  head  of  the  Iowa  Experiment  Station.  He  placed  the 
State' s  agricultural 'institutions  on  a  firm  scientific  b^usis. 

As  Secretar;^^  of  Agriculture  VJilson  was  outstanding  for  building  the  Department 
up  scientifically  and  for  the  creation  of  many- of  its  scientific  aiid  research 
bureaus*    But  fam  demonstration  and  cooperative  extension  work,  as  well  as 
investigations  in  agric'oltural  economics  also  beg^-n  ivhile  he  was  Secretar^^. 
Wilson  was  a  good  orga,niz.er  and  the  Department  grew  into  a  great  research, 
regulatory,  educational,  and  custodial  institution  during  his  term.  He 
delighted  to  herald,  ever- advancing  agricultural  prosperity,  but  tended  to 
ignore  certain  insidious  factors  which  menaced  this* 

His  successors  had  to  face  these  problems*    7,liile  '7ilson  held  of  f ice  urban 
influences  on  rural  life  rapidly  intensified.    Means  of  transportation,  and 
CO mrauni cation  vastly  improved^     The  increasing  manufacture  of  automobiles  and 
road  improvem.ents  gave  fcrmers  nev/  access  to  markets.    Competition  grew 
keener  and  faun  credit  become  an  acute  problem,  v/hile  better  m.rfrkets  became 
obligatory.    After  his  retirement  'Hson  lived  in  lowa^  till  his  death, 

David  F,,  Houston  (1866-1940)  was  appointed  Secretaiy  of  Agriculture  by  ' 
President  V.llson.    He  served  from  March  6,  1913^  until  February  1,  1920,  when 
ho  resigned  to' become  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,    Houston  was  an  outstanding 
man,  versatile,  broad  in  knowledge,  and  a  gifted  thinker.    He  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,    He  studied  in  South  Carolina  College,  then  took  a  degree  at 
Harvard,    His  primary  studies  were  government  and  econoirdcs.    He  held  many 
honorary  degrees. 

Next  Houston  joined  the  faculty  of  South  Carolina  College,    Then- ho  became, 
in  order,  superintendent  of  city  schools  for  Spartrnsburg,  S.  C.,  a  professor, 
at  Harvard,  president  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechojiical  College  in  Texas 
(I9O5-I9O8)  and  chancellor  of  ''Washington  Universits/"  in  St,  Louis  (1908-1916), 

Houston's  agricultural  t  lii  nixing  was  much  in  advniice  of  his  time.     He  was 
prevented  from  putting  it  into  fiall  effect  by  the  outbrealc  of  the  first  7orld 
VJar,    He  ushered  in  a  dynai'lc  phase  of  the  Department's  history  and  was  proba- 
bly the  most  distinguished  man  intellectually  to  head  the  Department  until 
the  tim.e  of  Henry  A.  \bllace.    He  was  economist,  expert  in  government, 
philosopher,  and  financier, 

Houston  had^  remarl:able  prescience.     He  sensed  the  fact  that  the.  time  had 
already  com.o  to  ploji  the  agricultural" indurstry  on  a  national  basis.    He  was 
responsible  for  such  reor,':aniz.ation  of  the  Departm.ent  as  enabled  it  to  cope 
lAjith  economic  and  social  problems  cjid  to  increase  its  study  of  credit  and 
marketing  facilities, 

lious  ton  ^-served",  as  Secretary  of  the  Trcasuiy  for  about'  a  year  after  leaving 
Agriculture,    He  was  also  chaiirnan  of  the  Fodercl  Ptesorve  and  the  Farm  Loan 
Boards,  end  held  many  other  important  public  offices.    He  bcc?^m.e  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Hutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  New  York  after  he  left  Government 
sendee  and  he  licld  m.any  additional  important  business  and  financial  posts. 
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Edwin  T.  MerGdith  (l876-i9§8)'  became  Secretary  of  Agriculture  the  day 
follovfing  Houston's  resignation.    Pie  served  only  fron  February  2,  IGZO,  until 
President  Tilson  retired' March  4,  "1921.    Meredith  was  born  on  a  farn  near 
Avoca,  lov/a,  end  early  became  an  assistant  to  his  grandfather  on  the  Farmer's 
Tribune,  Y/hich  journal  became  his  own  property  as  a  wedding  present.    In  1902 
he  founded  Successful  Farming, 

Year  after'  year  he  borrouYed  money  to  finance  his  expanded  plans  for  the  paper,. 
He  managed 'to  persuade  his  creditors  to  renew  their  loans  and  increase  them 
at  tlie  same  time.    Ultimately  his  ioumal  proved  most  successful.  Thereafter 
Ivieredith  loaned  much  more  money  than  he  ever  bbrrov/ed  to  country  boys  trying 
to  s-et  en.  education  or  a  start  in  the  livestock  field. 

In  1922  Meredith  purchased  the  Dairy  Farmer  and  also  founded  Fi'uit,,  Garden, 
and  Home  which,  1924,  became  Better  Homes  and  Gardens,  Incidentally 
Meredith,  who  was  always  a  passionate  devotee  of  advertising,  prom.ised  to  make 
good  any  loss  suffered  by  his   readers  if  any  advertis emicnts  in  his  journals 
proved  fraudulent.    After  Wilson  appointed  him  Secretary  he  ws-S  much  mentioned 
as  a  Presidential  possibility. 

Meredith  vj-as,  at  various  times,  director  of  the  Chicago '  Federal  Reserve  Bank, 
member  of 'the  World  War  I  Sscess  Profits  Board  and  of  a  cormiission  sent  to 
Europe  to  study  industrial  conditions,  president  of  the  Associated  Advertising 
Clubs  of  the  World,  president  of  the  Des'Iv'oines  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a 
director  of  various  business  and  financial  institutiohs  ,.    He  was  an  ardent 
prohibitionist.    He  advocated  farm  relief  and  aided  the  4-H  Clubs j  he  also  ' 
foumded  the  Department's  USDA  Clubs, 

Henry  C,  .Wallace   (1866-1924),  son  of  Uncle  Henry  Wallace,  v;as  appointed 
Secretary~oT  Agriculture'  by  President  Harding,    He  took  of fice ■  ?^arch  5,  1921, 
and  died 'in  office  October  25,  1924,    Wallace  was  born  at  Rock  Island,  111,, 
and  attended  Iowa  5tatc  Agricultural  College,    He  interrupted  his  education  to 
ta.ke  over'  some  of  his  father's  tenant  farms.    He  married' and  settled  dcvjn  to 
farm.    At  the  same  time  he  began  to  write  for  f arm " pap ers  , 

His  writings  attracted  the  attention  of  Dean  Henry,  Director  of  the  Wisconsin 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  who  insisted  that 'he  return 'to  Iowa  State,- 
which  he  did  in  1892,     Despite  family/  obligations  and  limited  m.eans  he 
graduated  and.  a  few  months  thereafter,  Tam.a  Jim  Wilson  appointed  him 
assistant  professor  of  agriculture,  in  charge  of  dairying.    In  the  spring  of 
1895  Henry  and  his  brother  John  founded  ?/allace's  Farmer  and  Dairymicn /■'lat£'f 
Y^^allaces  *  Farmer,    YJallace's  father  and  son  were  both  employed  on  this  paper ,- 

Wallace  was  long  identified  with  various  organization's  of  farm.ers  and  live- 
stock growers.     For  16  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  Corn  Belt  Meat  Producers 
Association.    He  was  the  first  member  oi  his  family  to  hold  political  office. 
His  chief  interests  as  Secretcr^/-  were  improved  marketing  systems,  the  ad- 
justment of  far  production  to  current  consumer  needs,  conservation,  and 
support  of  .the  Ji/IcKary-Haugen  bill.    His  "funeral  was  held  from- the  Wdte  House. 

Hovjard  M.  Gore  (1877-1947)  of  West  Virginia,  becam.e  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
on  Wallace's  death,  by  appointment  of  President  Coolidge,    He  served  from 
November  '22,  1924,  .until  Iferch  4,Y1925,    He  was  bom  on  a  West  Virginia  farm  - 
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and  -lived  oh  farms:  untll^  1;913,- '  He' attended  th^  Unlvet'sity  of  ^.'J'est  Virgiaxa- 
and  became  a  farrrBr- and. jSt>ack  breeder,   specializing  ,.in  beef  cattle,  dairy  . 
cattle,  and  Vheep.'    He  'mq.^  designated  V  member  of  the  American  .Farm 'Bureau ,  .  . 
Federation's  Committee  of  Fifteen  to  ■consider  .better  methods  of  marketing  ^  , 
livestock.     •  •  •         ,  , -      ■  '  '', 

He  became  connected- with  the,  Packers  and  Stockyards  Administration  and  for 
three  yeai*s  before  th^t  xvas  president  of  the  'Jest  Virginia  -Hereford  Bre.eders  . 
Association.     From  1912  till .,1916' 'he  was  president  of  the  Yfest  Virginia 
Livestock  Association.  ,-He  was  made  a  life  member  of  the  International  Live-  ' 
stock  Exposition.     He  was  Assistant  Secretary  of ,  Agr.iculture  from-  September  17, 
1923  until-  November  21,;  1924.    He  became  Acting  Secretary  on  ■Yallace'.s  death. 

As  . SeQi'etary,   Gore  took  a  lively  interest  In  'clubs  for  farm  boys  gind  girls  : 
in -agricultural  cooperatives,,  and  in  the  encouragement  of  livestock  production. 
He  left  office  to  become  Governor  of  West  Virginia,  serving  from  1925  until 
1929.    He  was  TYest  Virginia  State  Co.?nmissioner  of  Agriculture  from  1931  to 
1933,  .and  of  the  West  Virginia  Public  Service  .Commission,  at  the  time' of '  his 
death  in  1947.  ■  .      ;  ■•  ■  '  "     '  '  ..  :  ^  .  . 

William  M.  Jar  dine  (1879—^)  was  next  appointed  Secretary  of  Agri-culture 
by  President  Coolidge,  serving  from  March  5,   1925,  until  March  4%  1929. 
Jardine's  father  was.: a  Scottish  silk  weaver  who  came  t.o  this  cbuntry  v\rhen  .quite 
young.     J'ardine  was  born  on  an  Idaho,  farm  v/hich  he  left  "for  i.iontana  i/Vhen  only 
17  to  become  a  dairy  helper  and  to  fell  timber.     He  next  enrolled  at- the-  State 
agricul-tural  college  at  Logan,  Utah,  graduating  in  r904.    _He'  did  graduate 
work,  at,  the  University  .  of  Illinois.  ■  '  ' 

Hev/as  successively  assistant  in  the  department  of  agronomy,  instructor, 'and 
professor 'at  the  Agricultural  College  'of  Utah.     From  1907  until  1910  he  was 
an  assistant  cerealist  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture,   in  charge  ■  of  dry-^ 
land  grain  investigations.     Thence  he  went  to  Kansas  State  Agricultural 
College  and  Experiment  Station,  v/here  he  became  Director  of  the'  latter 'and 
dean  of  agriculture  in  the  former,   1913-18,  and  presdient  of  the 'University 
March  1,   1918  to  I.'Iarch  4,  1925.  ^' •  -  -  ,, 

Jardine  was  a  member  of  the  President' s  Agricultural  Conferenbe  1924-1'925.  He 
was  a  member  also'  of  a-wide  variety  of  coi"nnis dibns.  and  boards, ■  as  well  as  the 
a-athor  of  n^amerous  papers  and  bulletins  on  dry  farming,  and  'crop  oroduction. 
He  opposed  the  MoNary-Haugen  Bill  and  was  firmly  against  price  fiaing  for 
agricultural  products.     His  administration  was  notable  for  consolidation  and 
unification  -of  the  Department ,  and  its  policies.     Between  1930  and  1933  Jardine 
was  our  Minister'  to  Egypt*  ■  Since  that  time  he  has  be.en  president  of  the' 
Municipal  University  near  Wichita,  Kansas. 

Arthur  M.  Hiyde  (1877-1947  )  was  appointed.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  President 
Hoover  and'  serveci  from  March '5,  1929  ■  until  March  4,  1933.  '.He  was  born  in 
Princeton,  :Mo. ,  his  father  ha'ving  feeeh' a  former  member 'of  the' House  of :  Repre- 
sentatives. ,   He' graduated  -from.the  University  of  Michigan  in  1899,  and  from 
the  Law  School*  of  Iowa  University  in  1900,  whereupon  he  settled  in  his  home 
town  to  practice  law  and  later  ser'yed'  as' its  mayor"",  ;  '  •.■••'■  '•■  •',  . 

Mr.  Hyde  was"  always  active  in  political  and  religi'ou'S  circles.  '  He' attained 
some  fame  as  an  orator  and  debater  and  was  master  of  the  salty  phrase.  He 
operated  several  fe-  "^  engaged  in  the  automobile  business  and,  in  1927, 
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became  president  of  the  Sent i-nel  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Kansas.  City,  Mo.  He 
was  a  follower  of  Theodore  Roosex^elt  in  the  Bull  Moose  movement.     He  served 
as  Republican  Governor  of  Missouri  1921-25,   carrying  on  vigorous  road- 
improvement  and  educat ional-betternent  programs. 

As  Secretary  of  Agriculture  he  announced  he  v/ould  make  fev/  political  appoint- 
ments, and  he  kept  his  v/ord.     His  special  interests  were  road  improvement, 
cooperative  marketing,  and  the  voider  dissemination  of  technical  information 
among  farmers.     On  his  retirement  ho  entered  the  practice  of  law  in  Trenton, 
Mo.,  where  he  had  moiled  in  1915,  and  v/here  he  thereafter  maintained  his 
residence.     He  opposed  the  "equalisation  fee"  feature  of  the  McNacy-Haugen 
bill  in  President  Ccolidgo ' s  Admini stration. 

Henry  A.  'Yallace  (1888--^),   son  of  Henry  C.  and  grandson  of  old  "Uncle  Henry," 
■v-jQlS  appointed  Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  President  Franl:]  in  D.  Roosevelt,  Pie 
took  office  March  4,   1933,   and  served  until  September  4,   1940,  vjhen  he  resigne 
to  campaign  for  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,,    Ylallace  was  a  scientist 
and  a  statistician  as  well  as  a  moderately  successful  editor  and  businessman 
viio  had  not  only  bred  excellent  varieties  of  hybrid  corn  but  had  also  made 
them  pay.     He  had  not,  havever,  become  rich  as  his  interesTi^s  did  not  lie  in 
that  direction. 

Wallace  graduated  from  Iowa  State  College  in  1910- and  became  an  associate 
editor  of  ""Vallace'  s  Farmer  of  Vv'"hich  he  became  editor  v.hen  his  father  left  to 
become  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  President  Harding's  Cabinet.  Yfallace 
not  only  developed  fine  grades  of  h^^brid  corn  but  also  devised  a  useful  and 
highly  statistical  series  of  hog-ratio  charts.     He  always  maintained  an  inti- 
mate connection  with  farm  affairs. 

As  Secretary  his  name-  is  associated  with  the  development  of  the  so-ealled 
"action"  agencies.     He  created  practically  a  nei//  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  carry  research  into  action.     Pie  felt  that  it  was  possible  for  farmers  to 
utilize  the  Department  to  build  economic  democracy  in  agriculture  through 
their  township  and  county  cornirdttees,     Hov/ever,  the  vrork  of  the  new  Department 
■v;as  built  squarely  upon  that  of  the  old. 

Vfallace  sought  to  make  the  entire  Department,   old  and  new,   express  itself 
continuously  in  terms  of  action  which  would  best  conserve  the  soil,  feed  the 
cities,  and  build  a  farm  civilization  that  lAOuld  forever  serve  as  the  fourif' 
tion  of   democracy.-    His  basic  interests  were  statistics,  breeding  exp 
agricultural  economics,   editing,  and  v/riting.     Pie  later  became  Vice' J 
of  the  United  States  and  thereafter.    Secretary  of  Coirjnerce. 

Claude  R,  IVickard  (1893  —  )  was  appointed  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  by 
President  Roosevelt  on  Tallace's  resignation.     He  took  office  Septemb- 
and  was  the  third  Secretary  to  have  previously  held  a  subordinate  posj 
the  Department,     ".*,ickard  was  born  in  Indiana  and  began  to  help  operating, 
the  fomily  farm,  settled  by  his  great  grandfather  in  1840,   as  soon  as  he  wao 
old  enough. 

He  graduated  from  Purdue  University  with  a  degree  in  animal  husbandry.  He 
added  acreage  to  the  original  family  farm  and  operated  it  from  his  graduatior 
in  1915  until  he  cam.e  to  'Tashington  in  1933.     Even  then  he  continued  to  manr 
the  farm  from  Tashington,  with  occasional  visits  there.     Before  coming  to 
/¥ashington,  ^.Yickard  had  been  a  member  of  the  Indiana  State  legislature. 


In  1933  ^©  ^^^'^  a^^*  Indiana  delegate  to  the  i^ational  Corn-Hog  Conference  in  Des 
Moines,  lov/a;  then  he  iDecame  a  member  of  the  national  Gorn-Eog  Committee  of 
Twenty^-Pive  vfhich  helped  set  up  the  original  ^Ji  corn-hog,  program.    Soon  he  v/as 
appointed  assistant  chief  of.  the  A-ul  cornr-^og.  section  and  in  I935  its  chief. 
He  "became  Assistant  Director  of  the  ITorth  Central  Division  \-Jhen  i^AA  inarj-g-arated 
its  agricult-aral  Cons.ervation  program  in  193^» 

On  Pebruary.l,  19^-0,  /^ficka^d  v/as  appointed  tinder  Secretary*  of  Agricrdture,  He 
manifested.'  deex^  interest  in  soil  building,  better  crop  and  livestock  production, 
improved  status  for  lov/-income  farm  fpjnilies,  f^vrm  or^.nizat ion?,,  and  the  promo- 
tion of  /jaJi.  programs  'by  fpxmer  committees.    $'rom  December  5,  19^2,  until  March 
26,  19^3»  ■'■^'ickcjrd  v/as  also  in  cha.rge  of  the  ITa.tion's  wartime  food  program., 

Executive  Orders  issued  March  26  and  April  I9,  19^3,  transferred  the  Secretary's 
authority  with  respect  to  the  food  program  to  a  v/ar  Food  Administrator,  also 
appointed  by  and  responsible  to  the  President,    On  March  29,  19^3»  Chester  C, 
Davis  took  charge  as  ''.'ar  Pood  Administrator,  ■  serving  until  his  resignation  took 
:;effect,  Jijine  26,  19-^3»    Thereupon  Judge  Ma-rvin  Jones  became  *.'ar  Pood  Administrator 
and  served  as  head  of  the  ^/.'ar  Food  .idjninistrat ion  un'til  his  resignation  took 
effect  July  1,  19^!-5»     In -resigning,  Judge  Jones  suggested  the  consolidation  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  ';.'ar.?ood  Administr:  ticn  under  p.  single -hej^.t 

Clinton  ?.  i^iderscn  (lS95~   )         appointed  Secretax-y  of  Agriculture  by 

President  Trum.-n,  to  trice  office  July  1,  19^5 »  ^-j-i^^  "to  have  charge  of  both  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  \Jr-T  ^Tood  ^^eininistration, .  He  regarded  himself 
as  primarily  a„  businessman,  rather  than  a  farmer,  though  he  ovmed  and  operated 
SCO  acres  of  irrigated  land  neaJ*  Albuquerque,  x7.  Mex. ,  and  another  6Uc~aci''e 
farm  near  Ilitchell,  S,  Dale.     On  the  former  he  had  a.t  the  time  of  his  appointment 
some  125  Holstein  ca.ttle,  both  grade  and  registered,  and  he  ra.ised  alfalfa, 
oats,  barley,  and  grain  sorghum  for  food.  '  He  sold  milk  on  the  fluid  miarket. 

As  to  business,  /uiderscn  wa.s  president  of  the  Mountain  States  !!utuaJ.  Casualty  Co., 
'which  he  organized  in  July  1937>  s,nd  he  also  ope ra.ted  a  general  insurance  agency 
in  Albuquerque.-   He  had  for  years  been  a>.ctive  in  civic  clubs  and' in  1932-33  ^^^^ 
president  of  ?Lot<ary  I3.it ernational,  '.He  v/as  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
from  ITevj  Mexico,  one  of  tv;o  members  a.t  large,  in  the  77th,  'jSth,  a.nd  79'th 
Congresses,     In  the  la.st  .he  v;as  chairman  of  the-  Com.mittee  to  Investigate  Pood 
Shortages^  '■„•  -  ' 

.'/a.s  born*  in  Centerville,  S.  Daii. ,  October  23,'  1S95,  the  son  of  a  Swedish 

Ke'  was  educated  at  Dakota-  'vesleyan  University  and  a.t  'the  University 
n.    He  wa.s  State  Treasurer  of  i'ew  Mexico,  1933~3^I  .administr  a.t  or  of 
.ef-  and  field  representative  of  the  Pedera:l  Em'er.gency  Pelief  Administra- 
„5~3^»'  cha.irman  and  executive  director  of  the  Hew  Mexico  -Uneirrployment 
bion  Commission,  193^-3^;  and  managing  director  of  the  Coronado  Exposition 
:in,  1939~^0#'   He  is  an    enthiisiast ic  collector  of  books  and  docui^ients 
.wlin  D,  P.oosevelt,  on  the  history  of  the  1- 'est,  and  on  wa^rtLme  budget 
mgs  * 

^ — _ 
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